




































































The Minnesota Legislature formed the Energy Agency in 1974.
The DNR’s Boat and Water Safety Training Progtam began in 1975.

The Minnesota Environmental Education Council and its staff (four coordinators and a director) was transferred from the
Department of Education to the State Planning Agency (1976). The council was renamed the Minnesota Environmental
Education Board (MEEB) in 1976.

MEFERB and the Department of Education sponsored a curriculum planning project providing small grants and free consulting to
30 school districts wishing to plan and implement environmental education programs. (1975-78)

The DNR’s Hunter Education Program began in 1976.

The Bureau of Information and Education shifted its emphasis from environmental education to “outdoor education”
and hunter education (1977).

The Energy Agency and the Department of Education collaborated in the development of energy education materials. Funding
came mostly from federal sources (1977)

MEEB was transferred from the State Planning Agency to the DNR (1978).

Project Learning Tree (PLT), a supplementary environmental education curriculum subsidized by the American Forest Institute,
was introduced by the Department of Education. Most statewide distribution was provided by MEEB (1978).

The Minnesota Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education (MAEOE) was established as a statewide forum for
environmentalloutdoor education professionals (1980). The association dissolved a few years later.

‘The Minnesota Legislature authotized the nongame wildlife checkoff. Public comment favored using some the funds
for education (1980).

The Minnesota Legislature required the DNR, PCA and Department of Health to study and repozt on the status of acid
rain in Minnesota. MEEB was tequired to provide a program of public education on the subject, but no funds were
allocated (1980).

MEEBS budget was cut 50 percent (1981).
The Waste Management Board was established to site a hazardous waste disposal facilizy (1981).

The Governor’s Council on Rural Development funded a soil conservation curriculum for elementary students known as Ag-
Stravaganza (1983).

The Nongame Wildlife Program introduced Project WILD to Minnesota in 1984 with support from MEEB and the
Department of Education.
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The State Board of Education revised its Elementary Education Rule and included an environmental education requirement
(1984).

The Waste Management Board formed a Waste Education Roundiable to advise the state about waste education needs (1985).

Environmental education became a priority of the Environmental Quality Board and was reinforced by participants in EQB’s
Environmental Congress (1986,).

The Waste Management Board, Pollution Control Agency and MEEB prepared and circulated learning materials about household
hazardous waste (1987).

The Waste Management Board established a Waste Education Coalition and developed a Waste Education Clearinghouse and
waste education materials for grades K-6 (1987).

Voters approved a constitutional amendment permitting creation of an Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (1988).

The Minnesota Legislature reduced funding for MEEB by 73 percent and transferred the program to the State Planning Agency
(1989).

Project Learning Tree moved to the Division of Forestryin 1989.
DNR’s Fisheries Section initiated the MinnAqua Program in 1989.

The Minnesota Legislature abolished MEEB and established an Office of Environmental Education and an Environmental
Education Advisory Board in the State Planning Agency (1990).

Participants in a 1990 statewide environmental education conference urged all state environmental agencies to establish
environmental education committees.

DNR educators began meeting informally to exchange information and formed the Natural Resources Education
Committee (NREC) in Feb. 1991.

The Minnesota Legislature allocated money for several environmental education projects from the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund including the development of a new state plan for environmental education and a study of the states day use
and vesidential environmental learning centers (1991).

The DNR’ 1991 strategic planning process identified environmental education as one of the agency’s top 10 priotities.

The Minnesota Legislature abolished the State Planning Agency and transferred the Office of Environmental Education and the
Environmental Education Advisory Board to the Department of Education (1992).

In 1992, the DNR published results of a comprehensive two-year study of the status and future of environmental
learning centers in Minnesota.



The Office of Environmental Education and its advisory board published A GreenPtint For Minnesota: A State Plan for
Environmental Education (1993).

The Minnesota Legislature approved $7.5 million in bonds for capital improvements at several environmental learning centers.
That amount was matched by the Blandin Foundation (1994).

St. Olaf College launched the School Nature Program (SNAP) with support from the Blandin Foundation (1994).

The Blandin Foundation funded the GreenPrint Council to coordinate and strengthen the work of the states environmental
learning centers (1994).

Enforcement’s Adopt-a-School Program began in 1994.

DNR established an Ecosystem Education program in 1995 to accelerate the understanding and implementation of an
ecosystem-based approach to sustainability.

DNR Waters began introducing Minnesota teachets to Project WET (Water Education for Teachets) in 1995.

The Legislature funded development of some GreenPrint priorities, including a computer-based environmental education resource
center and an environmental education preparation program for teachers coordinated by 12 universities (1995).

Work began to integrate environmental education into the states emerging Graduation Standards (7995).

The Legislature transferved the Office of Environmental Education and the Environmental Education Advisory Board to the
Office of Environmental Assistance in 1996.

The Office of Environmental Assistance launched a computer-based environmental education resource center known as SEEK
(Sharing Environmental Education Knowledge) (1996).

The DNR’s 1997 strategic plan, Diérections, called for “establishing environmental education as a cotnetstone for
developing a natural resource stewardship ethic among all Minnesotans.”

In January 1998, the Operations Managers Group, assisted by NREC, organized a work group (Cornetstones) to
recommend ways to improve the DNR’ education efforts.
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Appendix 3:

N
REPOR

AND ACTIVITIES

ducation efforts in the DNR have been generally expanding and

evolving since the 1940s along with our knowledge of the rela-

tionships between human and natural systems. The tables on pages
24-30 outline existing DNR education efforts. However, they do not
include the non-programmatic education efforts that are part of most
DNR staff’s daily wotk. Nor do they include the time and effort that staff
spend in a variety of other educational activities. Both job-related and
volunteer efforts reflect the passion and conviction of most DNR staff,
their appreciation of Minnesota’s natural resources and their belief that if
citizens understand those resources, they will develop a greater apprecia-
tion of them. This, in turn, can influence the land use and other resource-
related decisions that, consciously or unconsciously, citizens and staff make
every day.

" The tables on pages 24-30 show the diversity and
- wide distribution of DNR education resources and
¢ activities. Despite this substantial investment in

" education, the DNR Iacks the means to coordinate
= these activities or to identify and address the

® educational needs of the department as a whole.

&
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DNR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Overview of Minnesota's Environmental Education

Delivery System

Business
Communit

Env/
Qutdoor
Groups

Zoos, Museums
Aquariums

Unjiversities Learning

eg'l/
Federal County/City
Agencies Parks &
Gov't.

Publlc and Private
Schools (K-12)

Community

ation
Nonpro vic/

E.E. Youth
Service Groups
Groups

Professional
Organizations

For-Profit
Consultants



Partial Inventory of DNR
Education Programs,

Resources and Activities » .
Bureau of Citizens visiting and

as of March 1999 Information Information Center calling the Center, DNR  Info Center Staff
5 and Education Staff

Enforcement

Elementary School
Students

Enforcement Staff, Volunteers, HunterEducation
Association

Snowmobile,
User Training

Scouts, lIercm Youth, 4- X Vol ] e C
. - . H, Social Service/Day Fisheries Staff, Volunteers, Fishing Tackle Companies,
Fisheries MinnAqua Program Care/Civic Fishing Organizations

Organizations

i e
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Forestry Project Learning Tree

School Forest Program

Logger Education
Prog ram

S Mlnnesofq Conservo’non

- Corps (MCC) adult,

~ summer, and YINR
. [service :

o eammg)programs

Wildfire Prevention

 FiroWordens

Adopt-a-River (Service
Learning)

Trails and
Waterways

Minerals
e “nProgrcxm

Wildlife WILD

[,WIIdhfe/Ecolo-_}’ .

iQICGl Servnces

Aquatic Plant
Management Program

26

. ForestStewardship  Landowners

‘ Mmerals Edu’cqh’on / "ka_-|2 Teqchers

Project WILD; Aquchc

Exdfic,‘Spé;iés Pr'ogfcyrﬁs

K - 12 Teachers

. K-9Teachers,
~ Communities

K- 12 Schools

Loggers, Timber Industry

, Youfh)YdUnQ Adul’rs, .
~ Minority Youth

K - 6 Teachers and

Students

Students, Recreationists,
Service Groups, Grades
3 Through Adul'rs

K-12 Teachers

f’BOm‘ers ond Other e
“Outdoor Recreahon S
-,Users . - S

Lcmdowners, Lake
Association Members

. ,;Forestry S’rc:ff Su I an ch‘er Conservc\hon D;smc’rs ; k:‘»

Ecological |

Forestry Staff, Volunteer Facilitators, National PLT

Office, MAEE DCFL

' :;Forestry Sfaﬂ’ Comm 'mfy, Groups Teachers, Arbor
;‘Duy Foundcthon, O’rher Agencxes ; .

Forestry Staff, Indus’rry, Other Agencnes Communﬁy

Grou ps

DNR S]‘uff Umverss’ry of Mlnneso‘ro Mlnnesofc
Extension

MCC and other DNR Staff, Other Agencies

Teachers, Forestry Staff, Volunteers

. Wardens,Foret Sta

Trails & Waterways Staff, Teachers, Volunteers,
Watershed Districts, Solid Waste Coordinators

,Mlnemls S’rcf :Teachers Industry Orgumzohons,
'O’rherAgen ies e

Wildlife Staff, Teachers, Volunteer Facilitators

Sfaff, kl‘nte:rris o

Various DNR Staff

Partial Inventory of DNR
Education Programs,
Resources and Activities

as of March 1999 (cont’d)



Partial Inventory of DNR
Education Programs,
Resources and Activities

as of March 1999 (cont’d)

* DNR Staff, loculn
, ‘governmen’r Program coordma’ror, various DNR dxsc;plmes, ;

cosystem Education Program community universities, local governmeni ond many other
. . = s ~agencies ando amzcﬁ ~
‘groups, cmzens‘« _’Ug ¢ rg : '9“5

Citizens of dll
ages in various
settings: field

Informal presentations to days, tours,

community, sporting and
recreation, and school groups

closses, DNR Staff in all divisions, especially conservation
meetings, officers

workshops,

one-on-one

consultations,

etc.

DINR Stoff: Parks, Woters, Fisheries, Forestry, efc.

Natural
resource
rofessi . - —
Special Seminars on various ckeshsgr?engll'f& Professional Societies and organizations,
tural r rce topi ion, universities, local gover
na esou pics landowners, Extension, universities, government

sports groups,
realtors, etc.

’ "College and -
ig hSchool ' ; or numa , g DNk onis
’ S’rudenfs ...

e

Vorlous
Landscape and watershed project community DNR and other local, state, and federal agency
coordinatior interest groups  staff

and individuals
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Minerals

30

Bureau of Information &
Education

Human Resources

Fish & Wildlife

o Pr0|ectthdcmd ' ‘
 AquaficWid 1 FTE: o -

Becoming an Outdoor
Woman .5 FTE

- lnformc’non Ofﬁcers - '

 Mini

. Eduébon = Nolunteors o

 Environmental Review

Information Center 9 FTE

e
. hofsdlitime .

Staff Development and
Training

nesota Minerals

4 FTE
% of staff time

Aquatic Plant Management

Ecosystem Education 1 FTE

GFE
- %of stafttime

Exotic Inspectors 2 FTE

75% Game & Fish
5% General Fund

35 Staff Liaisons (5% PD) 19 RM

4 FTE's
MinnAqua 10 Internships

Allocation of Resources for
Environmental Education
Programs and Activities
(cont’d)



Allocation of Resources for

" Environmental Education
Programs and Activities
(cont’d)

Interpretive Program 37 FTE 60% General Fund
Parks and Recreation Junior Park Naturalist 16 - 20 Intern 30% Revenue
Program erns 10% Donations, etc.

% of all staff time

Waters Lake Level Data

Enforcement Adopt-a-school 1 FTE Game & Fish

Bowhunter and Advancad

: ; Gome &Fish

Firearm Sofety 4.8 FTE Game & Fish

Snowmabil, ATY, & OHV . Dbk
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